
TRANSFORMING YOUR DISSERTATION: 
TURNING YOUR RESEARCH INTO A BOOK OR SCHOLARLY ARTICLE 

 
 Congratulations!  The months, perhaps years, of hard work and often frustrating 
experiences have paid off.  You have completed your dissertation, received final approval, and 
earned your doctorate.  You deserve some R&R; but before you do, think about what will happen 
to your dissertation and all the work you have done.  Will it simply be published and digitized 
for access to whoever stumbles across it doing their own dissertation research?  Will the findings 
you labored to discover serve only to earn you a degree?  Or will you find ways to share your 
findings to benefit your colleagues and to affect those working in your field?  After all, isn’t that 
why you chose your topic?  To make a difference? 
 

If so, then you deserve to follow that goal a bit further.  You deserve to have your work 
published in a reader-friendly format that you can distribute through many venues.  You deserve 
to be a real published author.  Edit911 and Baldwin Book Publishing can help you achieve that 
goal. 

 
At Edit911, we know that the last thing you want to do is spend more time rewriting your 

dissertation into a different format.  Yet wasting your research efforts by not following through 
with a book or article is even more frightening.  Your research may be exceedingly useful to 
your colleagues; but without going through the writing process again, it will be forgotten, out of 
date before anyone discovers it and can use it effectively. 

 
Let Edit911 do this transformative work for you.  We will discuss with you the 

possibilities for your dissertation and give you a fair quote for rendering any mutually agreed 
upon services.  Then we’ll get to work.  These are the processes we will follow in transforming 
your dissertation. 

  
Edit911 Services 

 
After our preliminary agreement is reached, we will read your entire dissertation to 

determine what transformations are possible.  The length of your dissertation, the type of 
research, and the number of findings and their implications affect whether your dissertation can 
be transformed into a book or into various kinds of articles.  Nearly every dissertation can be 
transformed into at least one article; some can generate two or three articles.  Books usually need 
to be based on longer dissertations or research that results in numerous findings or implications 
or complex implications.   Regardless, Edit911 will offer you our professional advice about the 
kind and number of publications that may be generated from your dissertation. 
 

You maintain control, however.  If you wish a book, we will help you produce a 
manuscript.  If you want more than one article, we will work with you to  produce that number of 
final drafts.   

 
 
 
 



For Books   
 

1. We will write a proposal for the new book you want produced.  The proposal will 
contain a chapter outline, with a synopsis of each chapter.  It will also contain a 
timeline for completion of the assignment and any questions your Edit911 editor 
needs you to answer to write the best possible manuscript for your book.  This will be 
the beginning of a dialogue with you throughout this process so that the final product 
is something you will be proud to have published in your name. 

 
2. After you accept the proposal, with whatever changes need to be incorporated, your 

editor will draft the first chapter for your review.  We do this to ensure that our vision 
of your book matches your vision, that the tone and style remain yours, and that the 
emphasis in the book is the right one.  

 
3. Your Edit911 editor will then draft the rest of the book.  Your editor may request 

additional material from you during this process or clarifications to ensure the 
information is presented accurately. It’s important to note that we will not ghostwrite 
massive amounts of material for your book. What we will do is remove signs that it’s 
a dissertation, while adding small bits of text—where necessary—to make it read 
more like the work of an established scholar than a doctoral student. We may ask you 
to write a paragraph or two here or there—which we will then judiciously edit—if 
necessary to round out, fill in, more fully develop, or otherwsie improve part of your 
work. I’m sure that you understand the ethical aspects involved: you want your 
dissertation to remain your work, not become partly the work of others. Thus, we will 
maintain an ethical balance by assisting you in maximizing your work’s quality 
without ever crossing the line by writing new content for you. In essence, we are 
doing the work of pure and consummate editors: smoothing, pruning, organizing, and 
improving, while assuring that your work remains your work. 
 

4. When the draft is complete, you will review it and send us any changes, questions, 
concerns, or additional ideas you have for making this your book.  This is your one 
chance to make any major changes to the book unless you have negotiated additional 
services.  Take your time in this process to ensure the draft is exactly the way you 
want it.  
 

5. Using your notes and requests, your Edit911 editor will revise the book into final 
draft form.  If you have provided us with the publication requirements of your chosen 
publisher, we will format your book to those specifications.  Otherwise, we will use a 
standard full-page format for scholarly works, using the publication guidelines given 
in the Publication Manual for the American Psychological Association (6th edition, 
2010) or other such style manual that is best suited to the content of book being 
produced. 
 

6. We will send you the final draft, which you should then be able to submit to any 
publisher you choose for their consideration. 

 



For Articles 
 

1. Your Edit911 editor will write a proposal for each article requested.  The proposal 
will contain a detailed outline of the material for each article, specifying the emphasis 
and approximate word count.  A timeline for completion of the project will also be 
included.  

2. After you accept the proposal, with whatever changes need to be incorporated, your 
editor will draft the article for your review.  Your editor will include any questions 
about material that needs clarification, any information that you need to supply to be 
added to the article, and comments about anything else that may affect the final draft. 
It’s important to note that we will not ghostwrite massive amounts of material for 
your article. What we will do is remove signs that it’s a dissertation, while adding 
small bits of text—where necessary—to make it read more like the work of an 
established scholar than a doctoral student. We may ask you to write a paragraph or 
two here or there—which we will then judiciously edit—if necessary to round out, fill 
in, more fully develop, or otherwise improve part of your work. I’m sure that you 
understand the ethical aspects involved: you want your article to remain your work, 
not become partly the work of others. Thus, we will maintain an ethical balance by 
assisting you in maximizing your work’s quality without ever crossing the line by 
writing new content for you. In essence, we are doing the work of pure and 
consummate editors: smoothing, pruning, organizing, and improving, while assuring 
that your work remains your work. 
 

3. When the draft is complete, you will review it and send us any changes, questions, 
concerns, or additonal ideas you have for making this your article.  This is your one 
chance to make any major changes to the artcle unless you have negotiated additional 
services.  Take your time in this process to ensure the draft is exactly the way you 
want it. 
  
During this review time, if you have contracted with us to produce more than one 
article from your dissertation, your editor will begin work on the second article, 
following this same process. 
 

4. Using your notes and requests, your Edit911 editor will revise the article into final 
draft form.  If you have provided us with the publication requirements of your chosen 
publisher, we will format your article to those specifications.  Otherwise, we will use 
a standard full-page format for scholarly works, using the publication guidelines 
given in the Publication Manual for the American Psychological Association (6th 
edition, 2010) or similar publication best suited to the content of your article. 
 

5. We will send you the final draft, which you should then be able to submit to any 
publisher you choose for their consideration. 

 
 
 
 



Client Responsibilities 
 
Although Edit911 will do most of the tedious revision work for you, your editor may 

need additional information from you or may suggest updating some of the information to ensure 
you have a book or article based on the most current information possible.  Compared to the 
dissertation process, these requests should not be very time consuming and are intended to make 
your book or article even more publishable. We also need you to attend to the reviews and to 
answer the editor’s questions in a timely manner. 
 

1. Provide the editor with a complete copy of your dissertation. 
 

2. Provide the editor with the publication guidelines of your chosen publisher.  If you do 
not yet have one, we will follow the guidelines in the Publication Manual for the 
American Psychological Association (6th edition, 2010) or other suitable style guide.   
Send this information either as an email attachment or PDF file or as a link to the 
publisher’s guidelines. 
 

3. Reply promptly to queries from your editor for additional information or 
clarifications.  The sooner you reply, the sooner your editor can complete the draft for 
your review. 
 

4. Read the first draft(s) and note any questions or concerns you have so the editor may 
respond.  This on-going dialogue will result in quicker resolution of any problems in 
the transformation process and ensure the final draft is exactly what you need. 

 
5. Understand that when additional data from your research or clarifications about 

seeming inconsistencies in the data reported are requested, your editor is not 
commenting on the quality of your previous work, your committee, or your alma 
mater.  The dissertation process is too unwieldy for everything to be caught in the 
time given for final rewrites and editing.  Even the most scrupulous advisors and 
editors may overlook something that isn’t important in a dissertation but may create a 
problem when that material is condensed into a book or article format.   
 
Edit911 editors are concerned with ensuring that the data in your article are as 
accurate as possible, as thorough as possible, and as clearly stated as possible.  
Ultimately, responsibility for the data, the findings, and the implications and 
conclusions are yours.  We ask only that you help us create the best possible work 
from your dissertation research. 
 

6. If you have concerns with the direction of the work or the tone or style, communicate 
those to your editor as soon as possible.  We want your book or article to be a true 
reflection of both you and your research.  The sooner we resolve problems, the sooner 
you receive a finished product you will be proud to publish. 
 



7. Please respect the limitations of Edit911 editors.  We are not statisticians. We will not 
rerun your data to ensure accuracy of computations (although we may check basic 
computations such as percentages and addition and subtraction).   
 
We may not be able to correct problems with figures and tables as they appeared in 
your dissertation because they were scanned into the paper or copied whole into the 
paper. We will identify what you need to change and resend to us.  We will reformat 
or combine tables to conform to publication specifications. 
 
We cannot look up your references to ensure accuracy of information (especially 
URL addresses) or locate doi numbers.  We will, however, identify what information 
is missing so you can supply it to us for reformatting.  
 
We cannot supply illustrations or content not already in your dissertation.  You will 
need to supply anecdotes, illustrations, vignettes, and so forth to enrich your material 
and increase its relevance to your reader.  We will suggest ideas to the best of our 
abilities, but we cannot write the material for you.  
 
It’s important to note that we will not ghostwrite massive amounts of material for 
your article. What we will do is remove signs that it’s a dissertation, while adding 
small bits of text—where necessary—to make it read more like the work of an 
established scholar than a doctoral student. We may ask you to write a paragraph or 
two here or there—which we will then judiciously edit—if necessary to round out, fill 
in, more fully develop, or otherwise improve part of your work. I’m sure that you 
understand the ethical aspects involved: you want your article to remain your work, 
not become partly the work of others. Thus, we will maintain an ethical balance by 
assisting you in maximizing your work’s quality without ever crossing the line by 
writing new content for you. In essence, we are doing the work of pure and 
consummate editors: smoothing, pruning, organizing, and improving, while assuring 
that your work remains your work. 
 

 
 

Now Is the Time! 
 
 As you discovered when writing your dissertation, time is of the essence.  Your research 
has an expiration date past which it will be useful only as part of someone else’s literature review 
instead of information to spur action to change what exists.  The sooner after your dissertation is 
approved that you decide to publish in book or article form the substance of your research, the 
sooner your efforts will affect the people and conditions in your field of study.  
 
 We welcome you to contact us to discuss transforming your dissertation into a book or 
scholarly article.  Take charge of your career by planning now to disseminate your research and 
add to your credentials as a respected member of your field.    

 


